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Joining hearts and connecting families with Skype 

[image: image2.emf]When Carlo Miguel left his family to join the reality show ‘The Biggest Loser Asia’ on Hallmark Channel, he had no idea that he was going to return to a new addition in his family and see his baby’s first image via Skype!! 
Carlo has been a professional chef for 14 years, and is currently the executive chef of award-winning Sala Restaurant and Sala Bistro in Manila. Diagnosed with hypertension, high cholesterol and obstructive sleep apnea, Carlo was determined to join Hallmark Channel’s inaugural Asian weight loss series, ‘The Biggest Loser Asia’, and to lose weight to lead a healthy life with his wife, Ria Vinzon in the Philippines.  

At 110 kg and after losing 22 kg since joining the show late last year, Carlo has shared the struggle of losing weight with many television viewers across Asia. However in a recent episode, he shared possibly one of the most important and extremely personal moments in his life! 

While Carlo was away from his family, his country was in the aftermath of one of its worst natural disasters. Carlo wanted very much to see how his family was doing and had the opportunity to connect with them via Skype Video.  Seeing his wife Ria gave Carlo the re-assurance that his family was well. It was during this Skype video-call, that Ria shared with Carlo, perhaps the best news of all - Ria was expecting their first child and showed Carlo the first ultrasound images of their baby. 

With tears in their eyes the couple rejoiced as Carlo said, “Originally, I had planned that we would have kids when I return but it is now a reality!   I was overwhelmed with happiness when I saw the ultrasound images of my baby and realized I was going to be a daddy soon!” 

Carlo added, “We feel so blessed to live in an era where we can easily communicate through video chat.  Even when miles apart, not only did we get to talk to each other, we were able to see each other face-to-face and it was the next best thing to being there!”  

The biggest benefit of Skype according to the couple is in its ability to bring people closer together in a very cost-effective way. The couple has been using Skype for many years now, mainly to talk to their relatives and friends in the US, Australia, Hong Kong and Indonesia.  

For the benefit of Carlo and the millions of Skype users who will be away from their loved ones this Valentine’s Day, Skype has introduced Valentine’s Day Video Cards. Skype users can now select their cards and customize by recording their own voice as they wish their loved ones this year. The cards can be sent by logging on to http://www.skypevideocards.com/en/ . 

###

###

The Biggest Loser Asia: Every Tuesday @ 9pm only on Hallmark Channel





Singapore: Starhub TV channel 17 





Philippines: Asian Vision Cable, Cable Link Channel 37, DREAM Satellite Ch. 33, Global Destiny Ch. 38, PCC and SKYCABLE Ch. 37











